
DO NOW
Take 2-3 minutes and write down 
your best definition of what 
music is and then what noise is.

Then, let’s discuss!
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What is Music?



“ What we are going to Discover!

- What music and noise are
- Different ways to make 

music
- Different types of 

instruments
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        Music v. Noise
NOISE
Unpleasant sounds 
that have no purpose 
or idea behind them

MUSIC
Sounds containing at 
least 1 of the following 
things:

Melody, harmony, or 
rhythm
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So we have discovered 
what music is, but in 
order to make music, do 
we have to use 
traditional instruments? 
Why or why not?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=US7c9ASVfNc

Watch this video and be ready to talk about 
some of the “instruments” they use!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=US7c9ASVfNc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=US7c9ASVfNc


See, in order to make music 
you don’t always have to use 
“instruments.” We can use 
something called 
non-traditional 
instruments.
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TRADITIONAL

- Any instrument 
created for the 
purpose of 
making music!

Traditional v. Non-traditional Instruments
NON-TRADITIONAL

- Anything NOT 
created for 
music, but it 
being used as 
such.
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Check out this 
Non-traditional 
instrument!
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=kndIWMv48Z8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kndIWMv48Z8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kndIWMv48Z8


Final Concept:
Pitched v. unpitched 
instruments
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PItched 
⊹ A pitched instrument is any instrument 

that has a pitch you can hum back
× Examples: piano, flute, violin, cello, 

trumpet, saxophone etc.



Unpitched 
⊹ Any instrument that does NOT have a 

pitch you can hum back.
⊹ Examples: drums, bongos, cowbell, 

tambourine, cymbals etc.
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Pop Quiz: I will name an instrument 
and you tell if it is pitched or unpitched!
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Challenge Time! Who can give 
me an example of the following?
- A Traditional pitched 

instrument
- A traditional, unpitched 

instrument
- A non-traditional, 

unpitched instrument



15

Is there such a thing as a 
non-traditional pitched 
instrument? If so, what is 
an example of one?

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=lAEXH9DAH98  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAEXH9DAH98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAEXH9DAH98


16

Today We have Learned:
1. Music v. noise
2. Traditional v. 

Non-traditional
3. Pitched v. Unpitched
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