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& Vocabulary
chemical weathering a process that changes the minerals that

make up rocks
acid rain precipitation that contains acids from air pollution

sinkhole holes in the ground

fertilizer chemicals that are used to return nutrients to the soil
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&8 Vocabulary

natural resource something that is found in nature and is

valuable to humans

nonrenewable resource a natural material or source of energy

that is useful to people and cannot be
replaced easily

fossil fuel a source of energy made from the remains of ancient,
once-living things

pollution harmful or unwanted material that has been added to
the environment

mineral resource valuable materials in Earth’s crust
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conservation the act of saving, protecting, or using resources
wisely

renewable resource a useful material that is replaced quickly

in nature

alternative energy source a source of energy other than the

burning of a fossil fuel
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fossil any evidence of an organism that lived in the past

amber hardened tree sap, yellow to brown in color, that can be a
source of insect fossils

imprint a fossil made by an impression

mold an empty space in rock that once held the remains of
a living thing

cast a fossil formed or shaped within a mold
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crust rock that makes up the Moon’s and Earth’s outermost layers
mantle the layer of rock below Earth’s crust
outer core the liquid layer below Earth’s mantle

inner core a sphere of solid material at the center of Earth
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landform a physical feature on Earth’s surface

continent a large landmass

tectonic plate a scientific theory that Earth’s crust is made
of moving plates

volcano a mountain that builds up around an opening in
Earth’s crust

earthquake a sudden shaking of the rock that makes up
Earth’s crust

fault a break or crack in the rocks of Earth’s crust where
movements can take place

topographical map a map that shows the elevation of an area

of Earth’s surface using contour lines
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weathering the breaking down of rocks into smaller pieces
vegetation plants that cover a particular area
erosion the weathering and removal of rocks and soil

deposition the dropping off of eroded soil and bits of rock




