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Session Norms

oEngage.

oCollaborate.

o Focus on solutions.

oDemonstrate a 

growth mindset.



Agenda

✓ The Why

✓Components of a Morning 

Meeting

✓Creating the Morning 

Message

✓ Using Available Resources



Outcomes

As a result of today’s session, you will be able to:
• Access available resources to support you as you plan 

intentional daily Morning Meetings and Morning 

Messages.

• Facilitate fun, engaging, and developmentally 

appropriate Morning Meetings and Messages.  



The Coaching Corner

The “Why”

• Designed to provide direct 

coaching support around 

foundational literacy skills

• Opportunity to learn new 

strategies, tools, and techniques



Components of a Morning 
Meeting

✓Greeting (3-5 minutes)

✓Sharing (5-7 minutes)

✓Message (10 minutes)



Intentional Planning

Greeting (3-5 minutes): Students 
and teachers greet one another 
with song/chant and movement.

Sharing/Question of the Day (5-7 
minutes): Students share 

information about important 
events in their lives.

Morning Message (10 
minutes): Students read and 
interact with a short message 

written by their teacher.

•Friendly letter format

•Identifies day of week, month, 
date, and year

•Provides information

•Reviews 2-3 literacy skills 
(using TNFSCS and SFAM)

•Sight words

•Interactive (requires student 
engagement)

•Handwritten on chart paper

Required Components of Morning Meeting



A Greeting Should…

✓Include movement and 
music.

✓Establish the tone for 
the day.

✓Build excitement for a 
day of learning and fun!



Best Practices for the Greeting

✓Mix it up-don’t do the same song or activity every 
day.  (Idea-have a “Monday song,” a “Tuesday song,” etc.)

✓Don’t over-rely on YouTube/CDs-the kids want to 
hear YOUR voice!

✓Include individualized greetings to students/greet 
students by name.

✓Be involved and invested!



What are some of your classroom 

greeting songs or activities?

Please share in the chat!



Sample Greetings

Find a Friend – For this fun 
greeting, students find and 
greet a friend who shares a 
similarity (e.g. wearing the 
same color, shoes, etc.)

Silly Talk - For this simple 
greeting, students say 
"good morning" to each 
other in a silly voice of their 
choice.

Hi-Five - Students greet 
each other with a "hello" or 
"good morning" and a high-
five.

Minute Mingle – For one 
minute, students greet as 
many classmates as 
possible. They may use a 
handshake, fist-bump, 
elbow rub, high-five, or any 
greeting they like.



Sharing time should…

✓Allow students time to express 
themselves.
✓Model conversational and listening 
skills.
✓Be a time to learn about one 
another.



Best Practices for Sharing Time

✓Plan a weekly topic.
(Example: “What do you want to be when you grow up?,” “What is your 
favorite fruit?”)

✓Use the microphone that comes with the Creative 
Curriculum Essentials kit.

✓Create weekly sharing plan.
(Idea: Have a weekly rotation where 4 students share each day)

✓Transition to question-and-answer sessions. 

✓Make this time sacred. 



Sharing: Questions of the Day

• Children respond to a daily question during the 
morning meeting.

• Revisit the responses to the questions during reading 
and math times to practice correspondence with oral 
and written words, putting responses in complete 
sentences, high frequency word recognition, spelling 
patters, and for math – collecting data and graphing 
skills.

• Teachers may present the questions of the day orally, 
in a pocket chart, on the morning message, or even 
on a magnetic white board.



Questions of the Day 
for Next Week

Can we make 
sounds with this? 

(Display an 
empty container)

Do you know 
what this is? 
(Display a 

playground ball)

What kind of ball 
is this? (Display a 

basketball)

How do you play 
with this ball? 

(Display a 
playground ball)

What do we want 
to find out about 

balls?



Morning Message should…

✓Be handwritten in a friendly 
letter format.
✓Be interactive.
✓Identify the day/month/year.
✓Provide information.
✓Review foundational literacy 
skills.
✓Be posted around the room 
for student engagement. 



Best Practices for 
Morning Message

✓Use predictable, consistent prompts and sentence stems.
(Idea: Color-code sentences for easy student recall.)

✓Use the Tennessee Foundational Skills Curriculum 
Supplements (TNFSCS) and Sound First Activities Manuals 
(SFAM) to help develop foundational literacy activities 
and prompts. 

(Tip: Reach out to your Instructional Advisor or Foundational 
Literacy Coach if you do not have these packets.)

✓Write the next day’s Morning Message before you leave 
in the afternoon. 







Planning a Morning Meeting

Plan weekly.  

Plan for:

• Greeting songs/activity each day

• Sharing topic for the week

• Sharing schedule for each day

• Focus skills for Morning Message

• Use Creative Curriculum, TNFSCS, SFAM, report card skills, Brigance 
skills, etc. as resources



Planning a Morning Message



Planning a Morning Meeting

These resources can be accessed via the “Foundational 
Literacy” page of the MSCS Pre-K website!



Planning a Morning Message



Planning a Morning Message



Planning a Morning Message



Planning a Morning Message



Planning for Foundational Literacy

Find the 

Rhyme

log, bog

sat, mat

jet, Met

sight, night

hum, gum

Break it Up

milkshake

clothesline

bedroom

watermelon

tadpole

Silly Sentence
Fred’s friendly friends fried Fritos.

Initial 

Sound

My mom 

likes her 

wide hat.

Final Sound

My mom 

likes her 

wide hat. 



Morning Meeting Best Practices 
and Reminders

✓Follow the MSCS Pre-K template.

✓Write your message on chart paper.

✓Plan all components in advance.

✓Use a variety of engagement strategies.

✓Keep it interactive.

✓Utilize the TNFSCS and SFAM as resources.

✓Make it a daily routine. 



Morning Meeting Checklist



Available Resources



Available Resources



Upcoming PD
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