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Let's Agree on Some Norms

• Focus: We have a lot to learn, so we all commit to focusing 
and being as present as possible. This work cannot wait.

• Humble: We commit to being learners, even if the content 
isn’t completely new for us.

• Support: Your learning is always supported, so we 
encourage you to ask questions and ask for help.



Objectives

As a result of this session, participants will...

• Understand the importance of literacy-

based interest areas and its long-term 

impact on children's academic success 

and overall development

• Explore ways to utilize interest areas in 

the Creative Curriculum to enhance 

students' literacy skills

• Acquire practical ideas and 

approaches for integrating literacy-
focused activities within interest areas



Agenda

Question of the Day (Ice Breaker)

Introduction to Literacy-Based Interest Areas

The Role of the Teacher, Teachers's Assistant, and 
Floater

Literacy Area Expectations

Activities and Ideas for Literacy-Based Centers

Key Ideas and Closure



Question of the Day

Which literacy-based 
interest area does your 
students enjoy most? 
Why do you think they 
enjoy that area?

Type your answers in 
the chat box.



Introduction

Unlocking 
Potential:

The Power of

Interest Areas

What are interest areas?

• Designated centers within the 

classroom each with a specific focus 

that encourage children to 

participate in the focus of that area

• Encourage exploration and hands-

on learning

• Cater to various learning styles and 

interests



Promoting Literacy Through 
Interest Areas

• Creative Curriculum's literacy areas immerse children in language-rich 
settings, sparking curiosity and interaction.

• These areas offer diverse activities fostering various literacy 
skills (alphabet knowledge, rhyming, blending, segmenting, reading, 
writing, etc.).

• Children actively engage with literacy manipulatives and games, 
enhancing their understanding through hands-on experiences.



Literacy Based Interest Areas

• Foundational Literacy Area:
• Provides hands-on opportunities for children to develop early literacy skills
• Encourages exploration of language, letters, sounds, and words in a fun and 

engaging way

• Writing Area:
• Promotes fine motor skills development through writing and drawing activities
• Builds confidence and self-expression through creative writing opportunities

• Library/Listening Area:
• Fosters a love for books and literacy
• Supports language development and imagination

• Technology: 
• Utilize tablets or computers loaded with interactive books and literacy games that 

allow children to listen to stories and engage in interactive activities related to 
literacy



Benefiting the Whole Child

Benefits of literacy-based interest areas for students

• Promote hands-on learning
• Encourage active exploration and the development of critical literacy skills

• Cater to diverse learning needs

• Foster creativity and imagination

• Support social, emotional, and literacy development

• Preparation for future reading success



Building Blocks for Learning

Components of Effective Interest Areas

• Classroom Design/Layout: Interest areas should be clearly defined and easily 

accessible to students.

• Materials/Manipulatives: Provide a variety of open-ended materials in each 

interest area to encourage children to explore and experiment in different 

ways. Rotate materials periodically to keep children engaged and 

interested in the activities within the interest areas.

• Adult Facilitation: Teachers play a crucial role in facilitating children's 

learning experiences within interest areas by observing, guiding, 

encouraging, and supporting their exploration. 



Key Ideas: The Power of Interest Centers

• Interest areas are different areas of the 
classroom that are designed to encourage 
children to explore and engage in various 
types of learning experiences. 

• The key components of interest areas include 
classroom design/layout, materials, and adult 
facilitation. These components work together 
to create engaging and meaningful learning 
experiences for young children.



Guiding the Journey: The Role of the Teacher, TA, and Floater

Teachers Teacher’s Assistants (TA) Floaters

• Plan and implements 

activities that align with 

children's interests and 

needs

• Observe/asses Brigance 

and/or Report Card skills

• Facilitates learning 

experiences

• Ask open-ended questions 

and engages students in 

meaningful conversations

• Provide guidance and 
support to children

• Help set up and clean 

interest areas

• Assist with observing and 

assessing Brigance and/or 

report card skills

• Provide additional support to 

individual children or small 

groups

• Ask open-ended questions 

and engages students in 

meaningful conversations

• Help maintain order and a 
safe and engaging 

environment for students

• Provides additional 

supervision and support to 

students

• Assist with setting up and 

cleaning up interest areas

• Offer extra adult-child 

interaction and support

• Assist with observing and 

assessing Brigance and/or 

report card skills

• Asks open-ended questions 

and engages students in 
meaningful conversations



Managing the Journey



D-9: Word Recognition
(Literacy Interest Area)

Documenting the 
Journey



Building Bridges with Brigance

• Incorporating Brigance skills into interest 

areas helps teachers assess 

      children's development holistically

• Aligning activities with Brigance skills 

aids in tracking progress in various 

domains

• Connecting interest areas to Brigance 

skills ensures meaningful learning 

experiences

What Brigance 

skills could be 

assessed during 

literacy-

based interest 

areas?



Key Ideas: Creating Spaces that Inspire

• Document authentic student work as students 
participate in interest areas

• Use a center management system for student 
accountability

• Understand the role of the Teacher, TA, and 
Floater

• Incorporate Brigance skills and assess as 
appropriate



Interest Area Challenges

• Limited Resources

• Differentiating Instruction

• Classroom Management

• Assessment and Documentation

• Balancing Free Play and Targeted Activities



Challenge 1: Limited Resources
Solution:

• Seek support from Instructional Advisor and Foundational Literacy 
Coach

• Utilize teacher-made or recycled materials for interest area activities

Navigating Interest Area Challenges: 

Strategies for Success



Challenge 2: Differentiated Instruction
Solution:

• Provide a variety of activities within each interest area to cater to 
different learning styles

• Offer flexible materials that can be adapted for various skill levels

• Rotate activities to maintain interest and challenge 
children appropriately

Navigating Interest Area Challenges: 

Strategies for Success



Challenge 3: Classroom Management
Solution:

• Establish clear expectations

• Implement a center management system to manage the number of 
children in each center at a given time

• Collaborate with teaching assistants to support supervision

Navigating Interest Area Challenges: 

Strategies for Success



Challenge 4: Assessment and Documentation
Solution:

• Develop quick observation tools to assess students' engagement and 
progress in learning centers

• Use a display system to document and showcase students' work

Navigating Interest Area Challenges: 

Strategies for Success



Challenge 5: Balancing Free Play and Guided Activities
Solution:

• Designated, specific times for structured and unstructured activities

• Ensure that structured activities align with progression of standards

Navigating Interest Area Challenges: 

Strategies for Success



Key Ideas: Navigating Interest 
Area Challenges

• Limited Resources: seek support from Instructional Advisors 
and Coaches; utilize teacher-made materials for activities

• Differentiated Instruction: provide a variety of activities that 
cater to diverse learning styles

• Classroom Management: establish clear expectations, 
implement a center management system, and utilize TAs for 
supervision

• Assessment and Documentation: utilize quick 
documentation tools

• Balancing Free Play and Guided Activities: adhere 
to the designated times for each



Literacy Small Group Interest Area Expectations

• Teachers may choose specific 
literacy activities for 
student groups who are not 
involved in a small group 
lesson.

• Teachers may also give students 
the autonomy to choose 
literacy activities from their 
preferred literacy-based area.

• Both approaches are 
acceptable.

Literacy-based 
areas only.

All areas open.

All areas open.



Literacy Interest Area Objectives 
for the Exercise Study



Foundational Literacy Interest Area



Foundational Literacy
Interest Area



Writing Interest Area



Writing Interest Area



Library and Listening Interest Areas

GetEpic.com

Brigance:

D-1: Experience with Books and Text



Technology Interest Area



Exploring the Vision:  Interest Areas 
Video (Free Choice)



Exploring the Vision:  Interest Areas Video 
(Teacher Directed)



Key Ideas: Interest Areas

• Be intentional when planning literacy activities.

• Model how to use interest area games and materials.

• Provide clear directions with visuals.

• Set behavioral goals and expectations.

• Keep areas to four or fewer students.

• Get creative with the activities.

• Ensure materials are labeled and organized.

• Provide time for student clean up.



Based on your learning from today's 
session regarding literacy-based interest 

areas, what is one thing you will
start doing, and one thing you will

stop doing?

Type your answers in the chat box.



Upcoming PD Opportunities

"Toolbox Tuesdays-Providing Challenge and Interest to 
Advanced Students"

Tuesday, April 9th, 4:15-5:45pm

Shady Grove Early Learning Center

"The Coaching Corner-Making Stories and Read-Alouds 

Come to Life!"

Monday, April 22nd, 4-5:30pm

Virtual



Spring 2024 Pre-K Share Show

This Thursday, March 28th

4-6pm

3030 Jackson Ave.

Math & Science Demonstrations

Vendors

Giveaways

And more!



Attendance 

Procedures
Feedback:

bit.ly/mar25surv

Attendance Survey:

bit.ly/mar25att
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