             Australia	
        
   Australia is a huge Island because it is all by itself and not connecting to any other major continents. Australia is its own continent. The Capital of Australia is Canberra which it is located towards the south-eastern part of Australia. The main language spoken in Australia Is Australian English which is English but with Australian accents and slang.
        Australia came into existence January 1, 1901. A notable person from Australia is Malcolm Turnbull - The Career Politician. Born in Sydney on October 24, 1954, he is the 29th Prime Minister of Australia. He has been a member of Parliament, Chair of the Australian Republican Movement, and has been the leader of the Liberal Party twice. The Current prime minister is Scott Morrison, who took office in August 2018 as leader of the Liberal Party. In May of 2019, several bushfires throughout later part of the year affected every state and territory destroying 2600 homes and killing 34 people. Australia attained independence on January 1, 1901, after the British Parliament approved a law that allowed the six Australian colonies to administer the Commonwealth of Australia exclusively. During this time, the Australia Commonwealth become a constitutional monarchy.
         Some of the major landforms are the Coastal Plains. The Coastal Plains are on the eastern edge of Australia. The Coastal plains, out of all the landforms, is the most populated and dense. This country also contains some mesmerizing landmarks including the Sydney Harbor Bridge, National Gallery of Victoria, Federation Square, Australian National Maritime Museum, and Eureka Tower, just to name a few. As you can see, Australia is big in size and it also contains many bodies of water within the country. The most popular and known body of waters is Lake McKenzie. Lake McKenzie is a gorgeous spot - bright, white sand, clear, freshwater Some major cities in Australia include Sydney, Canberra (its capitol), Melbourne, Perth, Brisbane, and Victoria, just to name a few.
            Australia’s culture is different. They have some things that may seem out of the ordinary when seen by an outsider or someone who is foreign. Australian women usually wear fitted jeans and leggings. This is traditional and not so out of the ordinary. People in Australia listen to indigenous music. Music and song are inseparable in Indigenous cultures and part of unbroken traditions. Folk music is often handed down in oral form. Rock and popular music have limitless number of genres and subcategories.  Historical commemorations are also a big part of Australian culture. Australia Day commemorates the anniversary of the first fleet landing on January 26, 1788.  Most of the people in Australia are Roman Catholic Christians and a good strong percentage are Atheist or Agnostic. Some out of the popular foods include Vegemite, Lamington, Pavlova, Chiko rolls. 
              The major natural resources in Australia are minerals, petroleum, and natural gas. Major manufacturing industries include food, beverage, tobacco manufacture, printing and publishing, oil refining, the manufacture of textiles, domestic appliances, and wood and paper products. About two-thirds of the employment in manufacturing is concentrated in New South Wales and Victoria. About 44.87% of Australia’s land is used for grazing natural vegetation. They mostly use their land for crops and they save their natural land for the animals. The top three occupations in Australia are professionals (2,370,965 people or 22.2%), clerical and administrative workers (1,449,672 people or 13.6%), or technicians and trade workers (1,447,404 people or 13.5%). Australian's source of currency is AUD which stands for the Australian dollar.
               The climate and weather conditions are different from the United States. Its hotter around January and colder in July. They do not get a lot of rain except in February when they get about 5 inches of rain in the single month. The average temperature is a little on the warmer side except in the months of June and July. Australia is becoming hotter, and more prone to extreme heat, bushfires, droughts, floods, and longer fire seasons because of climate change.
           The population for AU is 25,499,884.	 The Australian national flag was chosen by the Australian people in the year of federation (1901) from 32,823 entries received in a public design competition. The new Prime Minister, Edmund Barton, was the leader of ceremonies for the first raising of the large blue national flag, measuring 11 x 5.5 meters. If you wanted to travel to Australia, I would recommend going to Melbourne because it is quite fancy. The main modes of transport in Australia are public transport, which includes buses and trams. Taxis and car rentals are the third and fourth. 
   
