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This guide belongs to:

STUDENT SUCCESS TEAM MEMBER CONTACT

School Counselor: Phone:

Email:
College/Career Counselor: Phone:

Email:
Helpful Teacher: Phone:

Email:
Coach/Adult Mentor: Phone:

Email:
Family Member: Phone:

Email:
Other: Phone:

Email:

THIS GUIDE HAS AREAS IN WHICH TO RECORD 
PERSONAL INFORMATION. IF YOU WILL BE 
CARRYING THE GUIDE FROM PLACE-TO-PLACE OR ARE 
AT RISK OF LOSING IT, PLEASE DO NOT WRITE YOUR 
PERSONAL INFORMATION IN THIS GUIDE.
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“Change can be scary, but 
you know what’s scarier? 
Allowing fear to stop you 
from growing, evolving, 
and progressing."

 

 a bachelor’s degree

 

 to  earn a bachelor’s degree

 

 community college

 

 Enlist in the military

 Immediately enter the workforce

 I have no idea
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D R E A M



Page 5

“IF YOU CAN IMAGINE IT, 
YOU CAN ACHIEVE IT; IF 
YOU CAN DREAM IT, YOU 
CAN BECOME IT.”
- William Arthur Ward
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Career Interest Areas
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Advanced Manufacturing 

Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources

 

Finance 

Health Science 

Hospitality & Tourism 

Human Services 

 

 

Science, Technology, Engineering & 
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Next, research the jobs, careers, or career pathways the inventory suggested for you. 

 1. CollegeforTN.org 

 2. Jobs4TN.gov

 3. TN.WorkLearnEarn.org

 4. TNTransferPathway.org

Talk to your parents, family members, and other adults about their work. 

Explore and try it out.
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As you begin to think about your future career, does it make you nervous? Are you nervous because 
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what each shape might say about you – and how you can recognize other people for their shapes.

"If you want the job done right..."
SQUARE

"A friend in need..."
CIRCLE

Personal Habits How to Please

Personal Habits How to Please
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"Not always right..."
TRIANGLE

"Somewhere over the rainbow..."
RECTANGLE

"Life is short..."
SQUIGGLE

Personal Habits How to Please

Personal Habits How to Please

Personal Habits How to Please
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E X P L O R E
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“EXPLORATION IS A 
WONDERFUL WAY TO 
OPEN OUR EYES TO THE 
WORLD, AND TO TRULY 
SEE THAT IMPOSSIBLE IS 
JUST A WORD.”
- Richard Branson
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2. COMPLETE QUALITY WORK & HOMEWORK

 

5. GET EXTRA HELP

6. BE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR LEARNING

10. TAKE CARE OF YOU



Page 17

of your dreams.
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Community Colleges

Technical Colleges

Military Service

have in mind.
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Which pathway suits you?

CAREER EXAMPLES MY PATH
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COLLEGE = HIGHER INCOME
STUDIES SHOW THAT TENNESSEANS WITH A POSTSECONDARY 

CREDENTIAL EARN MORE INCOME OVER TIME.

YOU CAN GET THERE FROM HERE.
COLLEGEFORTN.ORG

YOU CAN GET THERE FROM HEREOO NN TG TG ET ET FE FE MOMO RH RHO N TG ET FE MO RH

AVERAGE FULL-TIME INCOME OF TENNESSEE STUDENTS
FIVE YEARS AFTER GRADUATION

$20,000

$100,000

$60,000

$40,000

CERTIFICATE/
TECHNICAL

ASSOCIATE BACHELOR’S MASTER’S DOCTORATE FIRST 
PROFESSIONAL

HS DIPLOMA

$80,000

$24,809
$33,506

$39,392 $42,417 $56,373 $70,306
$98,239

Adapted using data from P20 Connect (TN Longitudinal Data System) and the Boyd Center for Business and 
Economic Research’s Do Tennessee’s Higher Education Graduates Work in Tennessee? Revisited Report.
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about colleges
in Tennessee, 



Page 22

websites, talking with current and former students, and reading online reviews, try to learn as 

 Below are some things you might want to consider as you research. Circle those that are most important to you.

· Public or private

  arts college

· Greek life

· Safety
· Student body diversity

· Size of nearest city
· Distance from home

  housing)
· Scholarships
· Campus employment 

Admission
Requirements

· Minimum GPA
· Average test scores

· Likelihood of being accepted

Housing

· Meal plan
· Parking for residents and for
  commuters

Academics Size
· Physical enrollment
· Average class size
· Physical size of campus

What other 
criteria are 
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P L A N



Page 25
steps to make college a reality.

“PLANNING IS BRINGING THE 
FUTURE INTO THE PRESENT 
SO THAT YOU CAN DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT NOW."
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Are you on track to graduate?

TENNESSEE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Subject Total Credits Required Course Names Grade

____ Credits

English ____ Credits

Science ____ Credits

Social Studies ____ Credits

____ Credits

____ Credits

____ Credits

Fine Arts

____ Credits

____ Credits
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Get a Head Start

Advanced Placement
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EPSO SEMESTER WHY WILL THIS HELP MY CAREER 

Advanced Placement Computer Science Spring: Senior Year
I don't want to take another math course senior year, 
and I am very interested in Computer Science for a 
college major.

Dual Enrollment-Mechatronics Fall: Junior Year 

My cousin works at Delta Faucet and there are lots of 

school.

CLEP-BIOLOGY Spring: Senior Year
but I did really well in Biology class so I want to pay 
out of my own pocket to save thousands in college 

require Freshman Biology.

take in the remaining three years of high 
school?

Which semester is the 

other commitments 

WHY is important because this will help 

eye on the prize…
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Dual Enrollment Grant

COURSE AWARD

1

2

3

4

5

6 - 10

UP TO $538.65

UP TO $538.65

UP TO $538.65

UP TO $538.65

UP TO $538.65

UP TO $100/CREDIT 
HOUR
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CLOCK 
HOURS AWARD

1 - 40

41 - 80

81 - 135

136 - 217

218 - 340

341 - 450

$205.80

$277.20

$418.95

$728.70

$1,176.00

$1,315.65

APPLY FOR THE DUAL ENROLLMENT GRANT AT 
COLLEGEFORTN.ORG/TSACSTUDENTPORTAL 

EACH ACADEMIC YEAR. ALSO, CHECK OUT 
MORE INFO ABOUT TENNESSEE FINANCIAL 

AID UNDER THE "MONEY FOR COLLEGE" TAB.
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 ·

 ·
diplomas.

What is Financial Aid?

Scholarships

Grants 
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Tennessee Financial Aid
 complete the FAFSA

Requirements:

 Aspire Award 

Requirements:

Requirements:
 

Requirements:
·   

·  

Requirements**:

**Ensure each of these requirements are completed by their deadlines



ATHLETICS, CLUBS, AND ORGANIZATIONS

Name of Club/
Sports Team Freshman Sophomore

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Contact Volunteer Service Number of Hours of Service

HONORS AND AWARDS

Reason for Award/Honor Sponsor

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Employment Job Title Company Name Business Address
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College Entrance Exams
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A S S E S S
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“IT'S WHAT WE THINK WE KNOW 
THAT KEEPS US FROM LEARNING”
- Claude Bernard
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future goals.

Time Management

ACTIVITY WEEKLY HOURS

TOTAL HOURS
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impression you want to leave?
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SOCIAL MEDIA
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There is No “I” in Team
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Check all that you have accomplished so far.

Knowledge

9th Grade Milestones
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Summer
·
·
·

·

·

·
· Ask
· Start developing a résumé

· Become 

Spring
· Work
·
·

colleges online.

· Begin 

·

· Begin 

· Consider 
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Arizona Launch Guide, Arizona GEAR UP at 
Nothern Arizona University

Create Your Next, Arizona GEAR UP at 
Northern Arizona University, Expect More 
Arizona

Senior Next Guide, Tennessee Higher 

Workplace Success  


