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Session Norms

Understanding 

and 

Using Your 

Brigance IED-III 

Data

• Be engaged.

• Be collaborative.

• Be solutions-oriented.

• Be open-minded. 
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Agenda

Understanding 

and 

Using Your 

Brigance IED-III 

Data

• What is the Brigance IED-III?

• Scoring the Brigance 

Assessments Accurately

• Interpreting the Data: What 

Does it Mean?

• Utilizing Data for Planning and 

Instruction
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Today’s Outcomes
Goals and objectives for the day

As a result of today’s session, you will be able to:
• Develop a deeper understanding of the Brigance IED-III 

and scoring the data accurately. 

• Interpret Brigance IED-III data.

• Utilize Brigance IED-III data to tier for small groups and 

support individualized instruction.
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What is the Brigance IED-III?

The Brigance Inventory of Early Development IED-III is 

a standardized child development assessment. 

It is designed to provide information on how a child is performing 

in 5 key  developmental areas:
• Language Domain (receptive and expressive)

• Motor Domain (gross motor and fine motor skills)

• Academic-Cognitive (general pre-reading foundational skills and 

math skills)

• Daily Living Domain (self-help and prevocational skills)

• Social-Emotional Domain (play skills and behavior and 

engagement/initiation skills)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-reading


Brigance Materials
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• Testing cannot occur without 

the use of both of these 
items.

• A new Record Book section 

must be used for each 

administration.

• 3rd Administration window- 

split student books



Brigance Materials
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• Testing Kit: If you cannot 

locate this kit, use similar 

existing classroom materials.

• Not having this bag is not a 

valid reason to delay or skip 
testing.



At a Glance: How to Administer the Brigance
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Step 1: Gather testing materials.

Testing Manual, Record Book, manipulatives

Step 2: Prepare Record Book.

Complete Child Information section, ensure 
you are in right section of book.

Step 3: Administer Assessment.

Follow all assessment instructions. 

Step 4: Finalize and calculate Raw Scores.

Record Scores on the Scoring sheet located 

in student record book (pg. 30 or 30a)



At a Glance: How to Administer the Brigance
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• Read and follow 

the scoring 

information 

instructions

• Determine entry 

point, basal, and 

ceiling

• Review any 

special 

instructions/notes



At a Glance: How to Administer the Brigance
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Determine Entry Point

Establish Basal

Establish Ceiling



At a Glance: How to Administer the Brigance

Step 1: Determining the Entry Point
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• Most assessments have at least one entry point.

• To determine the correct entry point, start with the 

age closest to the student’s chronological age 
without going over. 

• A plus (+) by an age means “and up.”

• Use student’s current chronological age to help 
determine entry point.

• If no entry point is indicated, then test as instructed.



At a Glance: How to Administer the Brigance

Step 2: Determining the Basal
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• A basal is a series of initial correct items, usually 2-5 in a 
row.

• This is the point in the assessment at which you can be 

confident the student would receive credit for all earlier 

items.

• A basal is indicated by the following marks: //

• If no basal is achieved, go back to an earlier starting point 

(if there is one). 

• It is possible that no basal can be established, or that there 

is no basal rule. 



At a Glance: How to Administer the Brigance

Step 3: Determining the Ceiling
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• A ceiling is a short series of incorrect items, usually 3-5 in a 
row.

• This is the point in the assessment at which you can be 

confident the student would not receive credit for any 

later items.

• A ceiling is indicated by the following marks: ///

• Stop the assessment once a ceiling has been achieved. 

• It is possible that no ceiling can be established, or that 

there is no ceiling rule.



Marking the Brigance Assessments 
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Correct Answer: 

circle number  4

Incorrect Answer: 

slash through number 5

Untested Answer: 

left blank



Scoring the Brigance Assessments Accurately
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• Give credit for all correct 

answers before ceiling.

• Do not give credit for correct 

answers after ceiling.

• Give credit for all unanswered 

questions before basal.

• It is imperative to count and 

score correctly.

19



Scoring the Brigance Assessments Accurately
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7

5

14

If a test was not 
administered due to age, 

record a score of 0 and make 
a notation in the notes 

section.



Interpreting the Data
•Analysis and interpretation of data should support 
the fundamental purpose of assessment: 
establishing and understanding where learners are 

in an aspect of their learning at the time of 
assessment.

•This is the domain of teacher professional 
judgement, where teachers work together to make 
sense of data and other forms of assessment 

evidence to see what this reveals about where 
students are in their development.

•Data, information and artifacts become evidence 

when used to determine the presence or absence 
of what students know, understand, can do and 
are becoming.
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Interpreting the Data

The Brigance IED-III should be used to:

• Gather a full picture of the academic abilities of the students you 

serve.

• Help a teacher determine:

▪ where his/her students are academically.

▪ how to group and tier students according to ability levels. 

▪ how/when to change groupings.

• Monitor the gains in growth or retention in students.

• Support a teacher in determining how they should adjust their 

instruction to better address students’ needs.

• Determine if a student may be exhibiting behaviors due to falling 

behind academically or not being appropriately challenged. 
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Interpreting the Data
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Interpreting the Data
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Teachers should always make sure 
their data is current to ensure that 
they have the most recent account 

of the academic progress or 
struggles your students are facing. 
This knowledge should help drive 
instruction to support students' 

mastery of the skills necessary for 
kindergarten success. 



Interpreting the Data
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Interpreting the Data
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Interpreting the Data
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Purposefully plan for groups & individuals 

(differentiate lessons). 



Interpreting the Data
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Reference pg. 28 in manual



Utilizing the Data for 

Planning and Instruction

How do you currently use data in 

your classroom to plan for 

instruction?

(Place your answer in the chat)
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Utilizing the Data for Planning and Instruction
How Does the Brigance Inventory data help a classroom teacher?

The Brigance IED-III Student Record Book & score report should be used together to 
gather a full picture of the student's abilities in the following developmental areas:

❖  Language Domain (receptive and expressive)

❖ Motor Domain (gross motor and fine motor skills)
❖ Academic-Cognitive (general pre-reading foundational skills and math 

skills)

❖ Daily Living Domain (self-help and prevocational skills)
❖ Social-Emotional Domain (play skills and behavior and 

engagement/initiation skills)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-reading


Utilizing the Data for Planning and Instruction
How Does the Brigance Inventory data help a classroom teacher?

The Brigance IED-III Student Record Book & score report should be used 
together with parent/teacher reports, report card skills, and anecdotal notes 
to:

• Help a teacher determine where his/her students are developmentally 
and academically, how to group and tier students according to ability 

levels, and how/when to change groupings.

• Monitor the gains and progress from each Brigance Inventory period (Fall, 

Winter, and Spring)

• Support a teacher in determining how they should adjust their instruction 
to better address students’ needs.
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Tiering Using the Brigance Data:
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• Teachers should look at the total Composite score and the composite 
score scale when determining if students are weak, below average, 
average, above average, or strong.

• The Age Equivalent Score is used to determine the current age-level of the 

child's performance compared to that of other children at a particular 

age. The Age Equivalent score is displayed as Year-Month (e.g.,1-3=1 year, 
and 3 months.

• The Age Equivalent score should be used along with 
the Composite score when making instructional 
decisions and grouping. The instructional range gives
a specific range for tasks and activities.



Tiering Using the Brigance Data:
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Tier 3

Tier 2

Tier 1

• Utilize the Composite Score 
Scale when grouping 
students for small group or 

individualized instruction.
• Instructional groups should 

not stay the same all year. 

New groupings should be 
established after each 
benchmark period using 

the Brigance composite 
scores and scale.



Utilizing the Data for 

Planning and Instruction

What activities or tasks do you do 

daily with your students to help 

practice Brigance skills?

(Place your answer in the chat)
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Using Brigance Data to Plan for Transitions or Movement Breaks
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• Teachers should use transitions and movement breaks as 
opportunities to practice Brigance skills.

• Gross motor activities (such as hopping, balancing, walking heel-to-
toe, walking on tip toes) are quick ways to allow students daily 
practice. (Brigance skills A-1 to A-6)

• Using common signs during the day (Brigance Skill D-8)
Ex: Ms. Smith calls boys to line up, but instead of saying 

"Boys line up" Ms. Smith could hold up a sign:



Using Brigance Data to Plan for Morning Meeting:
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Using Brigance Data to Plan for Foundational Literacy:
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Using Brigance Data to Plan for Foundational Literacy:
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Example: Brigance Skill D-6 Auditory Discrimination 



Using Brigance Data to Plan for Small Group Instruction
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• Determine student's current level using the 

composite score scale for the subdomains of 

Literacy and Math; pay close attention to 

student's instructional range 

• Utilize small group plans and TN-ELDs standards to 

develop and plan effective small group lessons.

• These lessons can include: 

Literacy: letter recognition, letter sound 
identification, visual and auditory discrimination, 

sound isolation (beginning, middle, ending 

sounds), building and reading CVC words, etc.

Math: number recognition, counting, counting 
with one-to-one correspondence, matching 

and reading numbers, sorting, and 

addition/subtraction.

• Utilize the Brigance Readiness Activities Binder



Using Brigance Data to Plan for Independent Practice
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