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Session Norms

oBe engaged.

oCollaborate with 

peers.

o Focus on solutions.

oHave an open 

mindset.



Agenda

✓ Creative Curriculum Weekly Lesson Planning

✓ Weekly Small Group Planning

✓ Small Group Instructional Strategies

✓ Planning and Preparing for Small Groups



Outcomes

As a result of today’s session, you will be able to:
• Develop and facilitate standards-based, 

developmentally appropriate, and differentiated 

literacy and math small group lesson plans.

• Know where to find lesson planning resources within 

SmartTeach and the MSCS Pre-K website. 



Creative Curriculum 

Weekly Lesson Planning



Creative Curriculum 
Weekly Lesson Plans

✓Weekly lesson plans must be developed and posted.

✓Plans must be developed using the SmartTeach online 
platform.

✓Weekly plans will also be posted on the MSCS Pre-K 
website for reference and support.



Website Access

✓ bit.ly/mscsprek

✓ You must log in to access the 

website

✓ Use the QR code to register to 

receive an account. 



SmartTeach Support

• Password resets

• Account creation

• Connecting to new 

school/classroom

• All MSCS Pre-K staff should 

have an account!



SmartTeach Support

Check the monthly Professional Development calendar for 
“SmartTeach Office Hours” support sessions.

Currently available on the Professional Development page of 
the MSCS Pre-K website:

“2024-2025 SmartTeach Lesson Planning Process”



Sample Weekly Plan



How to Access



Weekly Literacy and 

Math Small Group 

Lesson Planning



“Small groups are a highly effective instructional 

method that allows you to target your instruction to 

meet the needs of each student in your classroom.” 

–Vanessa Levin, 

Preschool Teacher and Consultant



Weekly Literacy and Math 
Small Group Lesson Plans

✓Weekly small group lesson plans must be developed and 
posted for both literacy and math small group instruction. 

✓Plans must be developed using the 2025-2026 MSCS Pre-K 
small group lesson plan template. 

✓Small Group plans must be submitted to your Instructional 
Advisor by the Thursday before the week the plans are for.  



Literacy and Math Small Group 
Template Components

✓Teacher/Teacher Assistant and School Name

✓Tennessee Early Learning Developmental Standard (TN-ELDS)

✓Student Objective (“I can…” statement)

✓Activity for each small group (differentiation)

✓List of students in each group 



Literacy Small Group 
Lesson Plan Template



Literacy Small Group 
Lesson Plan Sample



Math Small Group 
Lesson Plan Template



Math Small Group 
Lesson Plan Sample



Weekly Suggestions



Pre-Populated 
Lesson Plan Templates



Pre-Populated 
Lesson Plan Templates



How to Access



Weekly Lesson 
Planning Suggestions

The weekly literacy and math small group information 
found in the curriculum maps, SmartTeach lesson plans, 

and pre-populated small group lesson plans are 
suggestions.  

Your lesson plans should reflect your teaching style     
and the needs of your students. 



Locating and Defining 
a Standard

The Tennessee Early Learning Developmental Standards 
(TN-ELDs) are located on the Instructional Resources 

page of the Pre-K website, within the Education section.

They are also located in the Compliance and TDOE 
Notebook section under Tab 3 of the TDOE Notebook 

page.

All small group lessons must be directly            
connected to a standard. 



Creating an Objective

Objectives must be written as an “I can…” statement.

The objective should connect to what the student will be 
expected to do during or at the end of the lesson.

Examples:

I can match pictures to their beginning sounds.

I can create AB patterns. 



Designing an Activity

The activity should explain what students will be doing 
during the lesson.  What materials or resources are being 

used?  How are students showing their work?  

Example:

Students will search a set of picture cards to look for a 
word that rhymes with their given card.  Once they find a 

match, they will select a new card and look for a new 
rhyme.  As students work, the teacher will ask them to 

name an additional word that rhymes with the pairs they 
find. 



Small Group 

Instructional Strategies



Effective and Engaging Small Group 
Instruction…What is it?

Effective and engaging small group instruction involves a teacher:

• Using data to strategically plan, prepare, and provide instruction to 3-5 students based on their 

instructional needs.

• Facilitating active participation in the learning through modeling and the inclusion of multiple and 

various opportunities to engage in practice of the skill.

• Fostering a supportive environment where students feel safe to take risks, make mistakes, persevere, 

and progress in their learning.

• Providing immediate, targeted, and quality feedback to help students progress towards mastery of 

their learning.

• Assessing students’ progress in order to plan and prepare for the next steps in the learning continuum. 



Effective and Engaging Small Group 
Instruction…What it is NOT!

Effective and engaging small group instruction is NOT:

• Narrowly or non-focused instruction to pass time.

• Entertainment through games without purpose or regards to the students’ grade-level 

learning needs.

• All students in each group completing the same task, the same way, with NO 

differentiation.



Effective and Engaging Small Group 
Instruction Begins with Effective
Management!

• establishing a clear signal to gather students

• rotating group membership based on needs

• setting expectations for behavior and participation

• using visual aids

• incorporating active learning activities

• ensuring a smooth transition between activities

• maintaining a positive and engaging environment for young 

learners

Routines and procedures for small group instruction include:



Key Elements of Effective and Engaging 
Small Group Instruction

• Differentiated Instruction
• Instruction tailored to the needs of the students (academic, social, emotional, and learning 

styles)

• Student-Centered
• Active participation from students

• Strategic groups of 3-5 students based on data
• Brigance

• Anecdotal notes from whole group/small group instruction

• Report card skills

• Clear learning objectives
• Objective-driven by grade level standards

• Objective is stated by teacher; repeated by students; reoriented throughout the lesson

• Structured activities
• Well-planned objective-driven activities that promote thinking and move students towards 

mastery of the objective

• Explicit teaching and facilitative teacher role
• Implement the gradual release of responsibility

• Shift the responsibility of learning from teacher to students



Planning and Preparing for 

Effective and Engaging Small 
Group Instruction



Planning for Effective and Engaging 
Small Group Instruction

Steps to planning effective and engaging small group instruction: 

• Analyze student data (Brigance, anecdotal notes, report card, etc.) to identify deficit skills, students who share the 

same deficit skills, and the learning objective.

• Create flexible groups of 3-5 students.

• Identify at least 3 different hands-on activities that will help students master the objective at the grade level 

expectation. Know how the skill is assessed on Brigance and for report cards.

• Decide the progression (from simple to complex) in which students will engage in the activities to demonstrate the 

     grade-level expected outcome. Anticipate misconceptions and plan scaffolded support to address them.         

     Anticipate mastery and plan how you will challenge students beyond their current levels.

• How will students practice the skill in writing?

• What activity will be used to assess student mastery of or towards the objective?

• What is my matrix for mastery?  (Ex. 2 of 5; 3 of 5; 4-5 of 5; 5 of 5)

• What’s next? Reteach, remediate, or move to next skill?



Preparing for Effective and Engaging 
Small Group Instruction

To prepare for effective and engaging small group instruction the teacher must:

• Gather all resources and materials prior to meeting with the students.

• Each student must have his/her own copy of the activity and/or set of manipulatives.
(writing utensils, paper, dry-erase markers, letters, pictures, ABC chart, numbers chart, number line, counters, 

game pieces, etc.)

• Pre-plan questions to ask students.

• assessing questions to check for understanding (Why? How?)

• advancing questions to challenge students beyond their current level of understanding (What will 

happen if…?)

• connecting questions that will allow students to make real-world connections and connections to 

prior learning (Activate prior knowledge!)

• Determine the activity/assessment tool that will be used to assess students’ progress towards mastery of 

the skill.

Internalize the lesson! Know what you are teaching! Know the EXPECTED outcome! Have fun!



Available Resources



Available Resources

Instructional Resources page

Curriculum Resources page

Quarterly pages

Professional Development page



Weekly Literacy and Math 
Small Group Lesson Plans

✓Weekly small group lesson plans must be developed and 
posted for both literacy and math small group instruction. 

✓Plans must be developed using the 2025-2026 MSCS Pre-K 
small group lesson plan template. 

✓Small Group plans must be submitted to your Instructional 
Advisor by the Thursday before the week the plans are for.  



Professional 
Development Credit

Attendance Feedback

bit.ly/PK25ATT

Lesson Planning and Instructional Strategies

bit.ly/PK25SURV
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